
 
 

P R O D U C T   C H A N G E   N O T I C E 
 
 
Product Family: Hercules EBX 
 
Part Numbers: HRC550-5A128, HRC550-5N128, HRC750-5A256, HRC750-5N256  
 
Date: October 18, 2006 
 
 
As a result of the end-of-life of the microprocessor and northbridge components on the Hercules EBX, 
and as part of the conversion of Diamond Systems products to meet the European Union directive on the 
Reduction of Hazardous Substances known as RoHS, Diamond Systems is announcing end of life of the 
Hercules EBX single board computer family.  Hercules EBX is being replaced with the upgraded 
Hercules II EBX using the new Via Mark CoreFusion™ processor.  Customers should migrate 
immediately to the new Hercules II EBX SBC.  
 
In order to assist customers with the migration process, Diamond Systems will accept orders for 
Hercules EBX boards through January 31, 2007 for shipment through July 31, 2007. Effective 
immediately, new orders for Hercules EBX boards will be non cancelable, and product shipped against 
new purchase orders after December 31, 2006 will not be returnable. 
 
Compatibility 
 
The Hercules II EBX family is 100% upward compatible from the original Hercules EBX products. 
However, there are a number of important changes to Hercules II EBX which make it a superior single 
board computer for applications which require data acquisition.  These changes are as follows: 
 
Feature Original Hercules EBX Hercules II EBX 

Processor Via Eden at 550MHz or 750MHz 800MHz Via Mark CoreFusion CPU 

Chipset Via VT8606 + Via 82C686B Via Mark (VT8606) + 82C686B 

Cooling Fanless at 550MHz, Fan at 750MHz Fanless at 800MHz 

Operating 
Temperature 

-40°C to +85°C -40°C to +85°C 

USB ports 4 USB 1.1 ports 4 USB 1.1 ports + 4 USB 2.0 ports (8 total) 

Memory 128MB (550MHz) or 256MB (750MHz) 256MB with data acquisition 



512MB without data acquisition 

DiskOnChip 
Support 

Optional No 

Serial Ports (2) RS232; (2) configurable RS232/485 (2) RS232;  (2) configurable RS232/422/485 

RoHS No Yes 

 
 
No software or cabling changes are required. The connectors are of the same types and have identical 
location and pinout. The data acquisition section has not changed. 
 
 
Availability 
 
The new Hercules II EBX is available now from Diamond Systems in extremely limited quantity.  You 
may request a board for evaluation and qualification in your current Hercules EBX application.  Due to 
the limited availability, Diamond Systems may request that you return the board for use by other 
customers after two weeks of testing.  Production quantities of the board will be available at the end of 
November. 
 
More Information 
 
You may access detailed information, including ordering information, about Hercules II EBX on the 
Diamond Systems web site by entering the following URL directly: 
 
www.diamondsystems.com/products/herculesiiebx 
 
There are no links to this page on the site.  From this page, you may access a data sheet for the product 
as well as the new Hercules II EBX User’s Manual. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about this transition, please contact your local Diamond Systems 
sales representative or distributor.  
 
 


